
WOOD BURNING IN McDOWELL MOUNTAIN 

RANCH 
 

Dear MMR Homeowners, We have received calls from residents concerning wood burning in 

the community. Please read the following information regarding this issue.  
 

Per sections 2.22 and 2.23 of the Guidelines for Community Living for 

McDowell Mountain Ranch, wood burning is prohibited.  
 
The decision to prohibit outdoor use of wood burning devices was based on the Association’s concern 

for the safety and welfare of its residents.  As a member of McDowell Mtn. Ranch you benefit from the 

beauty of the surrounding McDowell Sonoran Preserve however in the summer months the dry brittle 

brush of the desert along with the winds, creates a fire safety hazard. 

In the event you encounter wood burning in the community, please report to our office 

immediately so we may ensure compliance with this important requirement.   

For you convenience see below for sections 2.22 and 2.23 of the Guidelines regarding this issue: 

         2.22  Fireplaces, Fire Woks, Fire pits, Kivas,  Patio Heaters, Torches (Tiki type) 

 

Installation of all outdoor fireplaces, kivas, and fire pits require advance approval of the DRC and are 

restricted to Backyards.  All outdoor fireplaces, kivas, fire woks and fire pits must be gas (no wood 

burning permitted). The top of any portion of a fireplace or kiva shall be no higher than any adjacent 

wall or fence and if the rear of said structure is visible from any neighboring property or Common Area, 

it shall be completed in a finished state.  All flames emitted from these fire-producing devices shall be a 

minimum of four (4) feet from any property line or structure. These outdoor devices must be consistent 

in materials and color with the residence or perimeter wall.  Fire wok flame height may not exceed 

fence height. Fire wok follows setback requirements of fire pit. 

 

When within code, a variance may be allowed for Sonoran Estates I, Sonoran Estate II and Sonoran 

Estates III due to their large acre sized Lots.  These fire-producing devices are not permitted in Front 

courtyards or Front Yards. 

 

        2.23  Chimeneas, Portable Open Flame Sources 

 
Chimeneas and other portable open flame sources may be used for decorative purposes only.  Wood burning is 

prohibited 

Please contact Caroline Clinton at the Association office, (480) 473-0877, for more information 

regarding your options for backyard fire place use.    

FOR MORE INFORMATION REGARDING FIRE SAFETY PLEASE GO TO THE FOLLOWING CITY OF 

SCOTTSDALE  LINK http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/fire/wildlandfire 

The Scottsdale Fire Department offers free home inspections regarding fire safety. To take advantage of this 

service and make an appointment call The Scottsdale Fire and Life Safety Division @ 480-312 1855. 

http://www.scottsdaleaz.gov/fire/wildlandfire

